
  
April 1, 2019 

Annapolis Elementary School Gator Gazette 

Dear Annapolis Gator Families,  
 
Spring is here, and it’s not just the flowers and trees blossoming, so are our 
students and the school. Students are working hard in their classrooms to 
prepare for their next grade level.   The 3rd marking period is ending, and 
teachers and staff are preparing for a successful end to the school year.  Now 
is a good time to remind your student to work hard, be productive, and 
respectful through the last day of the school year.  Instruction will continue 
until our last day of school currently scheduled for June 14.  
  
We have received exciting news for the 2019-2020 school year.  Our Pre-K 
program will now be a full-day program.  There will be one class.  This is an 
exciting change for our school and a great opportunity for the students in our 
community.   
 
We have many activities happening over the coming weeks at AES.  Please 
make sure that you check the calendar for all of these events.  Volunteers will 
be needed for some upcoming behavior incentive events, the Gator Gala, and 
Field day just to name a few.  Believe it or not, students really do love having 
their families at school.  Please consider giving some time, even if it means 
volunteering in a classroom.   
 
Speaking of volunteers, all volunteers are invited to our annual Volunteer 
Breakfast on Friday, April 12 at 9:30 am in the Media Center.  You work so 
hard for our school, and we would like to give just a little back to you by 
honoring your hard work and dedication.  Each grade level will give a small 
performance or a token of appreciation.  If you plan on attending, please 
complete the RSVP at the bottom of the Volunteer Breakfast flyer, enclosed.    
 
As a reminder, school and the main office will be closed for Spring Break from 
Thursday, April 18 through (and including) Monday, April 22.  Please encourage 
your student to continue to read every day during the break.  I also encourage 
outside play.  There is nothing like Spring weather!! 
 
Thank you for your continued support in making Annapolis Elementary a very 
special place for our students to learn and grow. 
 
In Partnership,  
Mrs. Bobbie Kesecker  
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Bobbie  Kesecker,   
Pr incipa l  

April      
Upcoming Events 

• 2nd – PTA Mtg. and 
Mathnasium Fun Night 

• 3rd – Kindergarten 
Registration Begins 

• 5th – 2nd Grade to 
Science Center  

• 5th – 5th Grade to 
Drownproofing 

• 8th – 2 Hour Early 
Dismissal 

• 9th – 2 Hour Early 
Dismissal 

• 9th – Parent Forum – 
PBIS Tier 2 and Tier 3 
Interventions – 6 pm 

• 11th – Day 
performance of Alice 
in Wonderland 

• 12th – AES Volunteer 
Breakfast 

• 12th - Evening 
Performance of Alice 
in Wonderland 

• 16th – Coffee with the 
Principal 

• 17th – Report Cards Go 
Home 

• 17th – Behavior 
Incentive  

• 18 – 19, 22 – Spring 
Break, School Closed 

• 24th – 3rd MP Awards 
Social 

• 25th – Destination Day 
• 26 (pm), 27-28 – PTA 

Boat Show Parking 
• 30th – Class Pictures 



   
 
DESTINATION DAY 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
1 
April 

2 3 
Kindergarten Registration 
begins 

4 5 
5th Grade to Drownproofing 

8 
2 Hour Early Dismissal – 
End of Marking Period 

9 
2 Hour Early Dismissal – End 
of Marking Period 
 
Parent Information Series Part 
2 – Supporting Student 
Behavior 

10 
 

11  
Drama Show Dress 
Rehearsal (for whole 
school) 

12  
AES Volunteer Breakfast 
 
Evening Drama Show 

15  
 

16  
Coffee with the Principal 

17  
Report Cards go home 

18  
Spring Break 

19 
Spring Break 

22  
Spring Break 

23  
 

24  
3rd Marking Period Awards 
Ice Cream Social 

25  
 

26  
Destination Day 

29 30 
Class Pictures 

1 
May 

2 3 
Sea Perch Expo/Field Trip 

6  
BizTown 

7  
ELA PARCC Testing – All 
day for grades 3 - 5 

8  
 

9  
ELA PARCC Testing – All 
day for grades 3 – 5 
 
Evening Art Show – 6 pm 

10  
ELA PARCC Testing – All 
day for grades 3 - 5 

13  
 

14  
Interims go home 
Math PARCC Testing –
Grades 3 - 5 

15  
2ND Grade In-House Field 
Trip 

16  
Math PARCC Testing –
Grades 3 - 5 

17  
Afternoon Assembly 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
School Wide Picnic 
(Student Incentive) 
Blue Angel Viewing 

23  
 

24  
Naval Academy Graduation 

27  
 

28  
Holiday – No School 

29  
5th Grade Extended Day 
Field Trip to Mt. Vernon 

30  
Spring Concert 

31  
Gator Gala 

3 
JUNE 

4 5 
PTA Picnic – 5 pm 

6 7 
Field Day 

10 11 
Field Day Rain Date 

12 
5th Grade Picnic – 3 pm to 
4:30 

13 
2 Hour Early Dismissal – 
End of Marking Period 

14 
2 Hour Early Dismissal – 
Last Day of School –  
 
5th Grade Promotion 
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Thank you to all family and community members who have volunteered to present at Annapolis 
Elementary School’s Annual Destination Day coming up on Friday, April 26th, 2019!  Destination Day 
provides ways to expose students to a host of positive career role models, ties academic skills to 
people who actually use them, and involves parents and the community in the school.  I am 
looking forward to another exciting day and appreciate the generous amount of family and 
community support so far!  
 
We are focusing on college awareness and career development in our classroom lessons this 
month – yes, college and career readiness begins in pre-kindergarten!  There are many habits 
children are developing in elementary school that are essential for the world of work, such as 
being prepared, focused, punctual, respectful, and honest.  Students are examining their interests 
& strengths and setting goals for their future in life’s 4 destinations (education & career, home & 
family, hobbies & recreation, and community & service) as we approach our culminating 
Destination Day event!  Ask your child what they want for their future and what they are doing in 
school to prepare for their destinations!  

 
Friday, April 26th, is Destination Day! 

Dress as Your Future Career! 
 

** Parents, Please make sure that your child is comfortable for PE and recess, as students will 
maintain their cultural arts schedule that day.** 

 
Pennies for Patients Success! 
Thank you to all of the AES students and families who donated to our Pennies for Patients 
campaign to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.  We exceeded our school goal and 
raised $1,887.39 for kids with cancer.  Our whole school celebrated with a non-uniform day, free 
homework pass, and our kindergarten & 4th grade winners will enjoy their pizza party reward soon! 
 
The National Elementary Honor Society is Looking for Ideas to Stock our New School Store! 
The NEHS students have initiated a project to find out what students want to see in our school store.  
They are presenting to and surveying the entire school and will come up with a list of most wanted 
items – stay tuned! 
 
Free Tutoring for Military Families 
Get help from a professional tutor anytime you need it.  FREE for Active Duty, National Guard and 
Reserve members in the Army, Marines, Navy or Air Force and their dependents. Tutors are online 
24/7 and available to help in more than 16 subjects.  Please visit http://www.tutor.com/military for 
more information and to get started with some tutoring help! 
 
As always, I am available to assist you and your child. Thank you for your continued support! 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Beckman 
  

http://www.tutor.com/military
http://www.tutor.com/military


 

Annapolis Elementary School’s Annual Career Day is Now Called… 

DESTINATION DAY! 
Friday, April 26, 2019 

9:45am – 3:30pm 

 
YES!  I am interested in volunteering to be a presenter for Destination Day.   

 

1. Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
2. I can be contacted at: (cell)______________________________; other # ____________________ 

3. E-mail address: __________________________________________________________ 
4. The career/destination to be presented will be __________________________________________  
5. I will need equipment for my presentation:  Computer & Projector____  Other (please list)_______ 
6. My child’s name and teacher (if applicable) ___________________________________________ 
7.  Which grade level(s) do you prefer to present to? Pre-K___   K___   1st___   2nd___   3rd___   4th___   
5th___  
8. I am available to present a ½ hour presentation during the following time(s) – (please select as many 
slots as         you are available and you will be contacted with your schedule before Destination Day)*: 

9:45-10:15 ________ 11:30-12:00 _______ 1:15-1:45 ________ 
10:20-10:50 _______ 12:05-12:35 _______ 1:50-2:20 ________ 

     10:55-11:25 _______        12:40 -1:10  _______       2:25-2:55 
________ 3:00-3:30 ________ 

 
*Please note: Students will attend their regularly scheduled lunch, recess, and cultural arts 

classes.* 
A light breakfast and catered lunch will be provided for all participants.   

We truly appreciate your contribution to our students’ education! 
 

Please return to Andrea Beckman, School Counselor 
 Phone: 410-222-1600   Fax: 410-222-1601   Email: ambeckman@aacps.org  

 

PLEASE RESPOND NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2019  
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April will bring us Spring Break which is a time to re- 
focus and give the best we have for the rest of the 
year. The first half from April 1-17, we will be working 
on earning another school-wide incentive. Fun and 
Games outside playing and cheering on one another. 

Please talk to your child about earning the fun with 
the rest of their friends. Remembering the 4 R’s and 
that school starts as soon as we get on the bus. 

We want students to treat everyone in school the way 
they want to be treated. 
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We sure did “March into Success” The 
students and staff had a wonderful time at 
the Carnival and Dance. Thank you to the 
volunteers for an awesome experience. 

 
 

P B I S N e w s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 U n i f o r m s  

The warmer weather is coming but not just yet. We 
still need to make sure that students are returning 
sweatshirts and other items that were borrowed from 
school. 

Please make sure that your child has comfortable 
clothing so they can concentrate on learning and 
feeling successful. 

 

A p r i l N e w s 

PBIS             Page 5 



AES 5th Grade Promotion and Upcoming Events 
Believe it or not, our AES 5th Graders are on their way to promotion, middle school and beyond!  Here 

are some important upcoming events that we’d love for you to participate in, 
volunteer and attend. 

 
 

Save the dates!!! 
 
 
• Thursday, April 4th - Baby/Toddler Pictures DUE! (clear and in good condition) 

dropped off or scanned and emailed to Mrs. Gauthier at agauthier@aacps.org or 
uploaded and sent via Class Dojo.  Preferably, your 5th grader is the only one in the 
picture. Pictures will be returned.  

 
• Friday, April 5th-Final Day of Drown Proofing  
 
• Monday, May 6th – Biztown Field Trip- many volunteers needed!!!! More information 

coming home soon! 
 

• Tuesday, May 28th- Mt. Vernon/Smithsonian Field Trip - 5th grade EXTENDED DAY  
 7:30am- 6:30pm  
 

• Wednesday, June 12th - 5th Grade Picnic with families – Mrs. Pyle’s Garden (front 
tables) - 3:00-4:30pm 

 
• Families and Teachers vs 5th grade WATER BALLON Battle- (blacktop, directly 

following the picnic – donations of filled water balloons are greatly appreciated! 
Students will need to be transported home following this event.  
 

• Thurs, June 13th - Scooter/Hockey Game - need parents to sit with some classes in 
the gym while some teachers & 5th graders show their skills! 
 

• Fri, June 14th, 5th Grade Promotion Day, @9:45- small reception to follow in the gym 
 
If you are interested in volunteering and/or attending, please email or text our awesome room 
parent Francesca McIver at:  ffontesmciver@gmail.com or 757-377-8200.  She would love to 
have an email list of all fifth grade families, please email/text Francesca with your emails.  

Go Gators!!! 
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After a successful Winter Concert, the Annapolis Elementary Band has 
been focused on refining techniques to build a foundation for their 
musical futures in band. Beginning Band students have been working 
on their Bb Major Scale to help brass players continue to work on 
extending their range, and for woodwind players to work on more 
complex finger patterns. Percussion students have been continuing to 
learn a broad range of instruments including the Bells, Snare Drum and 
Bass Drum. They have been learning their beginning rudiments which 
include the Paradiddle, Flam and Multiple Bounce Roll. Advanced Band 

students have been focusing on playing together as an ensemble on a variety of pieces, in order to 
prepare for their experience in Middle School Band in just a few short months. 

All students have been continuing their efforts in note-identification and performance technique. We 
are very much looking forward to the Spring Concert, scheduled for May 30th at 6:30pm in the 
Gymnasium. When you see them perform, I'm confident you will be just as impressed as I am with the 
amount of improvement our AES musicians have earned! 

Please remember, your students can find additional resources (as well as the band schedule) at the 
band website - http://www.RitenourBands.Weebly.com ! 

Mr. Ritenour 

The Annapolis Elementary Strings students have spent the past few 
months learning new skills and techniques in preparation for our Spring 
Concert! Beginning violin, viola and cello players are spending a great 
deal of time perfecting their bow holds. We discuss and practice our bow 
holds using multiple learning modalities - kinesthetic, auditory and visual. 
Ask your student to show you the spider crawl or pinky push-up bow 
exercises! While performing our bow pieces, students are also focusing 
on their ensemble performance skills and listening to one another. 
Additionally, Beginning Strings students continue to focus on note 
reading skills and pizzicato (plucking the strings). You can ask your 
student to tell you the names of the line and space notes on the music 

staff. In Advanced Strings, we continue to hone our ensemble performance skills, focusing on 
dynamics, musicality, rhythms, and note reading. Students compose their own 4-beat patterns for our 
daily warm-up of a D or G Major Scale (sometimes performed as a round!). It is exciting to see our 
Advanced students developing their musical independence as they perform pieces with multiple parts 
going on at the same time. Please continue to encourage your Strings student to practice at home at 
least a few times each week (TV commercial breaks count!) Mini performances for family members, 
dogs, cats, or stuffed animals are great ways to practice. We are looking forward to our Spring Concert 
on Thursday, May 30th at 2:30 PM and 6:30 PM. More information about the concert will be sent 
home in the next month or so. As always, please feel free to contact Ms. Kless with any questions at 
jkless@aacps.org. 

Mrs. Kless 
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Happy spring, AES Gator Families! 

Thank you all for attending and volunteering at the 
March 15th Spaghetti Dinner and 3rd Annual 
Talent Show! Everyone had a great time! 

 
Spring is a very busy time at AES. Look out for the 
following activities and come out to volunteer, meet 
new friends and help our great school! 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
• Tues, April 2nd - 6pm Pizza, PTA Meeting, and Family Math Night: PTA is 

teaming up with Mathnasium to bring a short meeting and a night of family 
math games in the cafeteria and gym. Mathnasium is stocking our games with 
high school volunteers so we can all play!!!Please RSVP with pizza count on 
your flyer that went home last week or via email at 
annapoliselementarypta@gmail.com with your student’s name and # of family 
a-ending.  Please join us in the fun! 

• Tues and Wed April 9th and 10th Spring AM Robotics Clubs start: Packets 
went home last week ... please sign and return those ASAP as spots are limited! 

• Fri, April 12, 6pm tentatively, Drama Club's "Alice in Wonderland, Junior" 
performance: Drama Club has been working so hard to present their musical, all 
families and guests are invited to watch the evening performance. 

• Thurs, April 25th Club Chesapeake (1-3rd Grades) PM Club starts: Miss 
Burns will be communicating with those who are enrolled with further Club 
details! 

• April 26th Destination Day: Calling all careers! Please complete Mrs. 
Beckman's form and inspire our kids with some cool careers! 

• April 26th-28th, Spring Boat Show Parking Fundraiser: We will be sending 
out a Sign-Up Genius for 2 hour shifts signups in early April. This is a great 
opportunity to boost our PTA earnings and support our school! 

May Dates of Interest: (more info to follow later!) 
May 6-10 Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 9th Evening Student Art Show 
May 22 Blue Angel Outdoor Picnic 
May 31st Gator Gala, evening parent/student dance June 
5th PTA Family Picnic 
June 7th Field Day 

 
 
We also have volunteer opportunities available in the various classrooms, and we'd 
love your support! This is a great opportunity to support our wonderful teachers and 
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get to know our students. Individual sign-ups have been created for the teachers 
requesting volunteers. Each link is available below. Simply review and select a time 
that works for you, provide your name, email, and phone number. You will be 
emailed access to edit your schedule as well as reminders. 
Please bring your ID and complete the AAPCS Basic Background check online prior to 
arriving for your slot. h-ps://inquiriesinc.secure-screening.net/escreening/ 
OApp_LoginEntrance_ml.asp?mode=direct&code=AACPS2&lc=EN 

 
Kindergarten Mrs Anderson and Miss Burns 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F45AEA628A0FF2-kindergarten 

 
1st Grade Mrs Simms 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F45AEA628A0FF2-mssimms 

 
5th Grade Mrs Gauthier 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F45AEA628A0FF2-msgauthiers 

 
Additionally, Ms. Gregory is welcoming volunteers in her STEM classes. She 
teaches Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, and she welcomes volunteers in 
any of the classes she leads. Please contact her directly if you wish to volunteer. 
She can be reached at lgregory@aacps.org. 

 
As always, thank you for all your support! 
Your Annapolis Elementary School PTA 
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 Building Reading Stamina 

Reading stamina is a child's ability to focus and read independently 
for longish periods of time without being distracted or without 
distracting others. Find out how you can help your child develop 
reading stamina. 

Having stamina for something means being able to stick with 
something for periods of time. This stamina, or endurance, builds 
strength. Stamina can apply to lots of different areas, such as 

exercise or painting. It can also apply to reading. 

Teachers often think about a student's reading stamina. Reading stamina is a child's ability to 
focus and read independently for long-ish periods of time without being distracted or without 
distracting others. Reading stamina is something that parents can help students develop. 
Here's how: 

1. Vary the way the reading is done. Parents can think about this in terms of having their 
child "read to himself, read to someone, and listen to reading." Some combination of 
the three should make up the reading time, especially for new or struggling readers. 

2. Choose "just right" books. If your child is at a stage of being able to read alone, help 
him choose books that he is able to read independently. This means he should be able 
to decode almost every word in the book correctly. In this situation, avoid using books 
that are too difficult to read alone. If your child will be reading with you, choose books 
that are lively and engaging. 

3. Set reasonable goals. Most toddlers and preschoolers find it difficult to sit for long 
periods of time, even with the most engaging book! When starting out, limit book time 
to just a few minutes and work up from there. For elementary aged readers, consider 
starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time, and work up from there. Add a few 
minutes to your reading time every week or so. 

4. Celebrate progress. Without getting too caught up on the number of minutes spent 
reading, celebrate the time that is spent reading. Share your favorite parts of books 
read, plan the next visit to the library, and share progress with other family members. 

Spending longer periods of time reading means fewer interruptions and more time reading 
what you love. As your child moves into higher grades, having reading stamina will help your 
child navigate the longer texts and assignments. Using these tips can help develop more 
stamina in your reader. 
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Calling all 

Volunteer's 

Join us for our annual 
Volunteer Breakfast! 

When: April 12th at 9:30am 

Where: Annapolis Elementary Media Center! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSVP– YES , I will attend on April 12th,2019 @ 9:30 
Name   



  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Annapolis Elementary 

180 Green Street 
Annapolis, MD  21401 

Phone: 
(410) 222-1600 

 
Our School Web Page: 

https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS 

 

All children are 
capable of success, 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 
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Video Cameras: 
Annapolis Elementary is equipped with a video camera system.  
It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the 
building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is 
monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, 
when the safety or security of students may be in question, 
authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire 
emergency units may be given access to view images projected 
on the camera system. If you have any questions about the 
system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-
222-5083. 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in 
matters affecting employment or in providing access to 
programs on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, or disability. 
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